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“C” is for Conference and Community
With continued dedication to providing members with valuable 
opportunities to expand their NDT knowledge, network with 
peers, and further the progress of our industry in creating a 
safer world, GHASNT and ASNT National were pleased to 
host the 15th International Chemical and Petroleum Industry 
Inspection Technology Conference (ICPITT) on May 17-19, 2017. 
A bi-annual event, this year it was held at the Galveston Island 
Convention Center. With presentations by industry experts on a 
variety of current topics and an impressive line-up of exhibitors 
presenting their latest solutions, the overall spirit of community 
among fellow NDT-ers prevailed.  

Event Co-Chairs John T. Iman (Acuren) and Deal Moore (NDT Seals) 
led an enthusiastic and tireless team of volunteers in putting 
together a solid end-to-end program covering all facets of the 
event with just the right touch of Texas charm and hospitality! In 
his opening address, Mr. Iman reminded us all how this traditionally 
smaller venue and single-track schedule packs big impact in 
providing an exceptional, hectic-free opportunity for everyone to 
get to know each other, ask questions, get answers, and learn 
more about timely topics in the industry.

While scheduled during a busy industry conference season this year, 
approximately 250 attendees and an impressive range of company 
sponsors came out in support. In an ASNT survey of this year’s 
participants, many respondents said they came for the networking 
and camaraderie among peers, the value of the presentations 
(including re-certification points), and to be able to see the latest 
technologies and equipment from vendors. Feedback was also 
very helpful regarding the location, timing, and other operational 
aspects of the agenda, all of which the planning committee will 
take into account for the next ICPIIT.  
Thank you to all who were involved!

ASNT…Creating a safer world

GHASNT and ASNT National Host ICPIIT-15

(See event photos starting on page 6)
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By Brian Wilson at Thermo Fisher Scientific. This article appears in the July/August 2016 issue of Inspectioneering Journal

Introduction
In such industries and applications as oil and gas, crude oil 
refining, petrochemical processing and power generation, the 
potential for construction material mix-ups is very real, and 
the need for traceability through objective quality evidence 
(OQE) has never been greater than it is today. Fortunately, 
the instrumentation available to detect inadvertent material 
substitutions through positive material identification (PMI) has 
never been more available, portable or powerful than it is today. 

OQE is a term used in the US Navy’s Nuclear Submarine Safety 
Program (SUBSAFE) and can be defined as “a statement of 
fact, either quantitative or qualitative, pertaining to the quality 
of a product or service based on observations, measurements, 
or tests that can be verified.” In the nuclear Navy, one learns 
quickly that there is a procedure for everything, and there is no 
time like the present to perform a verification: if you don’t have 
time to do it right the first time, when are you going to have time 
to do it again?

These principles can likewise be applied to retroactive PMI. 
Safety is paramount, and the assurance through objective 
quality evidence that correct materials get installed in the proper 
location, or verifying that existing materials meet intended 
requirements, is critical to reducing risk, protecting your brand 
name, and most importantly, protecting lives.

For one industrial services company, Tacten Industrial, Inc., 
embracing the latest technological advances in PMI while using 
rope access to conduct inspections has helped to transform 
their business. It has found the ideal formula for retroactive PMI 
that allows its team and its clients to rest assured that they’ve 
conducted their testing right – the first time

Retroactive PMI using X-ray
Fluorescence (XRF) Technology
X-ray fluorescence (XRF) analyzers are an important tool in any 
industry that relies upon PMI and elemental chemistry. And the 
nature of handheld analyzers makes them ideal for retroactive 
PMI.

Using handheld XRF spectroscopy technology, nondestructive 
PMI testing of piping and components can be done in place 
without sending materials to an off-site lab or shutting down 
process equipment. Analyzers can verify the composition 
of metals and deliver lab-quality results in seconds. Recent 
advancements in handheld XRF analyzer technology allow for 
more effective and practical methods to measure and collect 
data for application specific corrosion mechanisms, such as 
low-silicon content. With traditional laboratory testing not 
needed, production delays can be avoided, safety compliance 
achieved, and customer expectations met. 

Embracing a New Approach to Retroactive PMI
By Brian Wilson, Business Development Manager, Energy Markets, Portable Analytical Instruments at Thermo Fisher Scientific

Inspectioneering Journal article (continued on page 3)

Figure 1. New handheld technology offers speed, accuracy, and 
productivity to PMI inspectors. (Photo courtesy Thermo Fisher 
Scientific)



To read more articles like this, visit http://inspectioneering.com
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XRF spectroscopy analyzes the composition of a sample by 
measuring the spectrum of the fluorescent x-rays emitted by 
the different elements in a sample when it is bombarded with 
high-energy x-rays. The fluorescent x-rays are measured by the 
detector, which can both identify and quantify the element.

Establishing a written material verification program (MVP) 
defining the extent and type of PMI testing to be conducted can 
identify inadvertent material substitutions in critical process 
systems that could lead to process leaks to the atmosphere, 
equipment failures, unplanned shutdowns, or much worse.

American Petroleum Institute Recommended Practice 578 (API 
RP 578) provides the guidelines that should be followed when 
establishing a PMI or material verification program. PMI testing 
can provide complete records of material chemistry and prove 
to authorities that reasonable quality procedures have been put 
in place that mitigate risk.

Rope Access and PMI
Mitigating risk – along with accurate material identification and 
cost reduction, among other benefits – is in part why Tacten 
adopted XRF technology. They regularly test the structural 
integrity of energy, industrial and public infrastructures, conduct 
inspections across North America, and have overseen several 
major retroactive PMI surveys in the oil and gas and refining 
industries in recent years. Grant Lamb, project manager 
for Tacten in Western Canada, has found that rope access 
inspection using XRF handheld analyzers is the most efficient 
process for retroactive PMI. Industrial rope access is used to 
perform industrial tasks from inspection, to welding, to coating 
and many other procedures.

“Completing large-scale retroactive PMI inspection scopes is 
a task best, and perhaps only, possible with a combination of 
an experienced rope access inspection crew and innovative 
XRF instruments,” Lamb said. “Trying to complete these 
extensive scopes by way of conventional access methods 
such as scaffolding, fall arrest, or man lift, among others, is a 
logistical and expensive nightmare.”

Why use rope access over traditional access methods like 
scaffolding? Rope access solutions allow for work to be carried 
out quicker than scaffolding, keeping costs and job durations 
to a minimum. It was reported that one project using rope 
access led to a savings of more than $1 million compared to 
using scaffolding for the same project. The savings came from 
a reduction in manpower, along with fewer materials rented, 
and replacement power costs. There is also a safety component 
in accessing difficult-to-reach locations by rope. The Industrial 
Rope Access Trade Association (IRATA) reported in 2014 an 
accident/incident rate of less than one per 100,000 hours of 
work on ropes since 2015, and less than 0.5 for the previous 
five consecutive years. That figure, IRATA reported, is far below 
industry standards and conventional means of access.

Lamb first combined rope access with XRF technology in 2009 
on a project with one of Canada’s largest oil producers, testing 
low alloy and stainless steel piping circuits – with more than 
250,000 individual components. Working with this energy 
company, Lamb and his team developed an effective and 
efficient inspection process in order to execute and deliver the 
data required in a timely manner. Lamb quickly realized that 
the method and technology combined to offer unprecedented 
efficiency. He immediately explored the idea of replicating this 
retroactive PMI program for other clients, regardless of how 
large or complex the project.

Inspectioneering Journal article (continued on page 4)

Figure 2. Using handheld XRF analyzers, an inspector conducts 
rope access PMI at a Canadian refinery.



ONLINE AT ASNTHOUSTON.COM Pg. 4

In early 2013, a metallurgy-based failure at a refinery in 
Saskatchewan presented an ideal opportunity for Tacten to use 
rope access and XRF analysis for PMI. What began as a small 
scope-of-failure analysis bloomed into a full-scale retro survey. 
The company was prepared with inspectors, procedures, report 
templates, and proven plans to execute. An upgrade in handheld 
XRF technology allowed the team to collect even more accurate 
data and allowed the client to gain a complete understanding of 
the metallurgy contained in their assets.

Embracing XRF
Settling upon rope access and adopting handheld XRF 
technology are two distinct yet connected decisions. XRF 
technology in a handheld form allows users to reduce costs 
by identifying materials quickly, discovering issues before they 
turn into bigger problems, and protecting workers, facilities and 
brands. Handheld XRF provides documentary evidence that 
reasonable quality procedures have been used in building any 
plant or facility where failure could have serious consequences.

As Lamb notes, “We have mastered this process and continue to 
find new ways to improve. We are committed to following strict 
safety guidelines as outlined by the IRATA. Doing that, while 
also ensuring that we are equipped with the most advanced 
handheld technology, means that we can only improve our 
process and efficiency in the months and years to come.”

Perhaps the most important takeaway is that inspections should 
not wait until a costly failure occurs. Refineries and plants 
should initiate a retroactive PMI program proactively – even 
if a full inspection seems like a daunting and time-consuming 
endeavor. The technology available today can lead to reductions 
in risk, increases in productivity, and more efficient inspections. 
By following these and similar methods, businesses can keep 
their personnel safer and their bottom line in better shape.

To read more articles like this, visit http://inspectioneering.com
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of Custom & Code Specific 

Flawed Specimens for Training, 
Qualification, and Procedure 

Development

 (704) 795 4401      Concord, NC USAwww.FlawTech.com

ONLINE AT ASNTHOUSTON.COM Pg. 5

Your one stop shop for your NDT Rentals
- UT Systems
- MFE Scanners
- UT Wall Crawlers
- Videoscopes
- PMI and more
- Daily, Weekly, Monthly and long term
- Free Delivery in Houston Area

5041 Spencer Hwy , #107
Pasadena, TX 77505
(832) 230-4650
 www.mferentals.com

Bryan Duke
Sales Manager

Cell - (281) 851-0885
Email: bduke@mferentals.com

www.ndttechnicalservices.com 
Phone: (281) 341-0469 

Houston, TX

Personnel Qualification  Procedure Preparation 
QA/QC  3rd Party Arbitration  Expert Witnessing 

MT, PT, UT, VT, LT, RT, RTR, & 
Radiographic Film Interpretation Training Programs 

A highly technical services firm providing specialized NDT 
consultations and customized training programs.  Let us design a 
technical training program or consulting service to meet your needs. 

info@eddyfi.com
812 W 13th Street, Deer Park, TX 77536-3166, UNITED STATES

Scientific Solutions Group

Technical Sales Representative
NDT Products
JEFF BAXTER

OLYMPUS AMERICA INC.
12569 Gulf Freeway
Houston, TX 77034  USA
Customer Service: +1 (800) 225-8330
Mobile: +1 (281) 743-3190
jeffrey.baxter@olympus-ossa.com

Scientific Solutions Group

Technical Sales Representative
NDT Products
JERRY ROLAND

OLYMPUS AMERICA INC.
12569 Gulf Freeway
Houston, TX 77034  USA
Customer Service: +1 (800) 225-8330
Mobile: +1 (281) 636-5363
jerry.roland@olympus-ossa.com
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Windy Galveston, TX, was the home of this year’s 15th 
International Chemical and Petroleum Industry Inspection 

Technology Conference held on May 17-19, 2017

15th ICPIIT Conference
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ICPIIT Conference Photos (continued on page 13)
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ALX INDUSTRIES LLC
2204 CATALINA DR.
PASADENA, TX 77503

832-767-2467

ALXINDUSTRIES.COM

SPENT PHOTOGRAPHIC CHEMICALS 
REFINING & DISPOSAL

INDUSTRIAL & MEDICAL X-RAY 
FILM RECYCLING 

INDUSTRIES
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In case you missed the previous articles in the Winter 2017 
and Spring 2017 issues of GHASNT’s newsletter, HEART is an 
acronym that stands for five fundamental attributes I believe are 
necessary ingredients in achieving balance and synergy in the 
successful application of all NDT testing. These attributes are 
honesty, excellence, accuracy, respect, and teamwork. 

I want to continue with my discussion on HEART by talking 
about the ‘R’ - respect. Respect is an important element in what 
we do, and yet is often overlooked. While respect can mean 
many things, let’s talk about it as it relates to performing NDT.

We must respect the craft and the art of NDT, both in the 
complexity of the methods and techniques, and in the proper 
execution. 

We must respect the procedures and steps required to perform 
NDT successfully – we cannot take shortcuts nor question 
procedures, codes, and standards that have been proven or 
qualified. 

We must respect the fabricators, welders, and, in general, those 
who are the recipients of our information. 

We must be respectful and delicate in the delivery of our reports 
or inspection results. Nobody likes to hear that their welds were 
bad or that their component is unacceptable. It’s best to report 
your findings factually, in terms of dimensions, locations, and 
classifications. The more professional your report and the less 
personal, the more respect you show to the recipient and the 
more confidence you give them. 

We must respect the integrated process. There are those who 
talk, those who think, and those who do, and each has value 

in NDT. There are the organization leaders in positions such 
as operations management or supervisory roles, business 
development, or sales. They usually view the entirety of the NDT 
industry and their organization’s rank or market position. While 
they think about NDT in broader terms than the technicians, 
they are no less committed to the success of NDT. 

Then there are the NDT trainers, educators, quality teams, and 
QA/QC-type folks who promote best practices and champion 
excellence by discussing NDT every day with students and 
technicians. Their knowledge and wisdom are key for the 
proper education and mentoring of our technicians. Without the 
educators and training, proper NDT in the field is not possible. 
Without the QA/QC group, including the ACCP Professional Level 
IIIs, our procedures and continuous improvement process falls 
short. The technicians follow the script (procedures) and it is 
paramount that those procedures used have been proven to be 
adequate or qualified for the applicable tasks. 

Then there are the technicians, the ones that actually “do NDT.” 
This trusted group is the everyman in the field, the “doers” who 
have the greatest impact on the inspections, results, and overall 
safety of the components that are inspected. They are the heart 
of what makes this industry great and grow

HEART plays a vital role in our success as technicians, 
individuals, and as companies or corporations. And respect is 
integral to that success. We must respect the role that each of 
us plays, very much like the three parts of the fire triangle – 
heat, fuel, and oxygen. If any one of the three is absent, there is 
little chance of a fire. So, let’s all focus our combined efforts on 
creating a safer world through righteous execution. 

Dave Bajula, ASNT 2016-2017 President and long-time member of GHASNT, 
is back in this issue with the third article in his HEART series. 
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www.InspectionPlugStrategies.com

Marie Counts-Bradley
mcb@inspectionplugstrategies.com

2437 Bay Area Blvd. #147 | Houston, TX 77058
P: 281-480-4406 | 1-800-914-4406 | F: 281-486-4363
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Program Type Method Name 
ASNT NDT Level III UT Jose Aparicio
ACCP Level II  VT GI D William Martin Brown
ACCP Level III PT GI Roy Neal Burleson
ASNT NDT Level III MT Nathan Cook
ASNT NDT Level III VT Justin  Curtis
ASNT NDT Level III MT, PT Tony S Grossie
ASNT NDT Level III UT Jeff Wade Johnson
ACCP Level II  RT GI G Younis A Kaffo
ACCP Level II  MT GI B Hau Ngoc Kieu
ASNT NDT Level III RT Justin  M Rogers
ACCP Level II  VT GI D Marlon Sasser
ACCP Level II  Ut GI W Rodney B Stephens
ASNT NDT Level III UT Ryan Wiess
ACCP Level II  VT PE D Dustin Haba
ASNT NDT Level III RT Mark Alan Johnston
ACCP Level II  VT GI D Jeffrey Naylor
ACCP Level II  VT GI D Benjamin Perodeau
ACCP Level II  VT GI D Richard Sells

Professional Progress
Well done! GHASNT would like to congratulate the following professionals from the Greater Houston area as new 

certificate holders for April, May and June 2017. 

Access Plug Flange, Inc.

15603 West Hardy, Suite 355
Houston, TX 77060

Office: (713) 691-0899
(800) 929-0732

Fax: (713) 691-3699
Cell: (832) 731-4722

www.inspectionplug.com
cwebb@inspectionplug.com

Christopher Webb
Vice President

“The Worldwide Leader In Inspection Port Technology.”
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The University of Ultrasonics (UUT) has 
provided advanced Ultrasonics skills training 
for tomorrow’s Ultrasonic, Phased Array and 
TOFD inspectors in a high-level learning 
environment since 1988. UUT is now bringing 
that expertise to its new Houston office, which 
is staffed with experienced, highly-trained, 
field-qualified Ultrasonic training experts also 
capable of teaching any class at your job site.

HOUSTON,

THE
TEACHERS

HAVE
LANDED

University of Ultrasonics
12805 Gulf Freeway
Houston, TX 77034
Call +1-832-217-9335
UniversityofUltrasonics.comBROADEN YOUR

UT SPECTRUM™

COURSES OFFERED
•  Advanced UT Skill Training
•  Introduction to Phased Array
•  Advanced UT Detection and Flaw

Characterization
•  Advanced Phased Array for Weld Inspection
•  Advanced UT Crack Sizing
•  Advanced Phased Array for Crack Sizing

and Flaw Dimensioning
•  Time of Flight Diffraction (TOFD)
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15th ICPIIT Conference

ICPIIT Conference Photos (continued from page 6-7)
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ICPIIT Post-Conference Seminar
on Guided Wave Testing
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• XRF/PMI ANALYZERS

• UT THICKNESS GAGES

• UT, PA, ECT FLAW DETECTORS

• VIDEOSCOPES

For a limited time, receive a discount equal to 1 month’s rental 
fee toward the purchase of an Olympus instrument.

Olympus Rentals is registered to ISO 9001; ISO 14001; OHSAS 18001.

www.olympus-ims.com/rentals

Rental only avaliable in the U.S.A.

rentals@olympus-ossa.com 
or call 24/7: 1-281-922-9300

Led by David Alleyne of Guided Ultrasonics



ICPIIT Post-Conference Seminar
on Phased Array (FMC-TFM) 
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Led by John Nyholt of Nyholt Consulting and San Jacinto Junior College



Contact the Greater Houston Section at asnthouston.com or
PO Box 2602, Houston TX 77252-2602 USA

Board Chair Jeff Wagner NDT Quality Assurance LLC 832-930-1145 jeff@ndtqa.com
Section Chair Tim Roach Tenaris 936-523-3150 troach@tenaris.com
Vice Chair Rick Arnett AIP 713-451-6506 ricka@goaip.com
Treasurer John Huffman Oceaneering 713-443-7841 jrhuffman@oceaneering.com
Secretary Becky Judkins GE Oil & Gas 713-518-4128 becky.judkins@ge.com
Director at Large (1 Year) Bonnie Blanchard 281-678-5722 blanchard25@comcast.net
Director at Large (1 Year) Justin Lecourias Team, Inc. 832-623-2050 justin.lecourias@teaminc.com
Director at Large (1 Year) Hunter Thompson MFE Rentals 936-537-7431 hwt101@hotmail.com
Director at Large (2 Years) Jerry Fulin Microalloying International 346-234-9685 jf65027jf@yahoo.com
Director at Large (2 Years) Roger Jordan Turbo Non-Destructive Testing 713-263-4303 roger@turbondt.com
Director at Large (2 Years) Jonathan Martinez PK Technology 979-482-6155 jmartinez@pksti.com
Director at Large (2 Years) Deal Moore NDT Seals, Inc. 713-222-7584 deal@ndtseals.com
Regional Director Dave Bajula Acuren 281-228-0000 dbajula@acuren.com
Arrangements Bonnie Blanchard 281-678-5722 blanchard25@comcast.net
Bylaws John Chen Schlumberger 281-233-5421 jzhchen@hotmail.com
Education John Nyholt 713-594-1746 john.nyholt@sjcd.edu
Financial Oversight Tom Roberts NDT Seals, Inc. 713-222-7584 tom@ndtseals.com
Golf Outing Skip Hoyt 501-209-6582 skiphoyt51@yahoo.com
Historian Jerry Fulin Microalloying International 346-234-9685 jf65027jf@yahoo.com
Membership Stacy Cotie Acuren 281-299-1141 srcotie79@gmail.com
Newsletters & Bulletins Michelle Harnish We NDT Marketing Network 603-247-4214 michelle.harnish@we-ndt.com
Nominations Jeff Wagner NDT Quality Assurance LLC 832-930-1145 jeff@ndtqa.com
President’s Points Rick Arnett AIP 713-451-6506 ricka@goaip.com
Program Tim Roach Tenaris 936-523-3150 troach@tenaris.com
Scholarships Jerry Fulin Microalloying International 346-234-9685 jf65027jf@yahoo.com
Sponsors & Calendar Deal Moore NDT Seals, Inc. 713-222-7584 deal@ndtseals.com
Technician of the Year Roger Jordan Turbo Non-Destructive Testing 713-263-4303 roger@turbondt.com
Vendors Night Rick Arnett AIP 713-451-6506 ricka@goaip.com
Web Site Michelle Harnish We NDT Marketing Network 603-247-4214 michelle.harnish@we-ndt.com

American Society for Nondestructive Testing
Greater Houston Section
PO Box 2602 
Houston, TX 77252-2602 USA
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